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Rosemarie Zens is a writer and photographer living in Berlin. 
Studies in Biology, History and English led her to various teaching posi=ons. Trained as a Montessori 
teacher. Doctorate in Modern German Literature at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich on 
cri=cism of speech, social issues and the sciences. Studies of hermeneu=c anthropology and 
psychoanalysis in Zurich. Psychotherapist in her own prac=ce. Ar=cles in academic textbooks and 
newspapers. Publica=ons of poetry and essays in individual volumes, anthologies, audio books and 
literary journals. Presenta=on of her photographic works in galleries and museum collec=ons, in 
monographs and magazines. 
 
Literary wri=ng and photography have always been a part of Rosemarie Zens‘ life. She defines her 
poe=c work as a poli=cal act. Her focus lies on the ‘condi=o humana’, the human existence that 
manifests in dreams, images and language engaging in and reac=ng to our contemporary =mes. 
Associa=ons with myths open up to inward contempla=on and contribute to social discourses as well 
as collec=ve memories. The innate dynamic of our imagina=on draws on the paradoxical nature of 
imagery and points to the contradictory truths about the way in which nature and history are 
intertwined. To par=cipate in an infinity that determines life through measure and devia=on, rhythm 
and varia=on is the aim and the formal framework within which Rosemarie Zens’ poems, prose and 
photographs evolve. ‘In search of a deeper beauty’, she writes, ‘that comes from an assumed 
congenial order of the individual parts and infuses our rela=onship to a complex world with a certain 
sense for compelling composi=ons.’ (Hidden PaQerns, 2011) 
 
  
Ar.st Statement 
 
My ar=s=c works are based on my studies of history, literature and psychoanalysis as well as 
photography as a visual form of wri=ng. The themes derive from the interac=on of history and 
biography and the importance of images for our self-understanding. The basic anthropological 
assump=on that we can’t help but live and think in images, has become more and more apparent to 
me over the years and this refers to the photographic images as well as poe=c composi=ons in words. 
Through images we trace our curiosity for the unexpected. As we search for our place in the world, 
we follow our longing for existen=al reassurance. It is through images that we develop our powers of 
imagina=on and judgement. We use them to re-enact scenarios, just as we do in our dreams and in 
our thoughts. In the face of synthe=c image and text crea=on by means of ar=ficial intelligence it is 
through images in general that in the best-case scenario we learn to assess their authen=city and 
thus confirm our posi=on of how we want to live and shape our environment. Essen=ally images 
make us understand ourselves as human beings and seekers of meaning, in all our pain and doubt, 
our joy and gloom, our fears and hopes. 
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Solo Exhibi=on  
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2018 The Sea Remembers. Kommunale Galerie, Berlin  
2017 The Sea Remembers. Temporäre Galerie, Osnabrück  
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2013 Journeying 66. Galerie Photoplatz, Berlin 
 
Group Exhibi=on 
2021 As the Eye Wanders. Listen to the Photographs, Hamburg  
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